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          UNEP ARGeo PROGRAMME AND ITS CONCEPT 

 

ARGeo was Conceived ñto assist African countriesò in geothermal resource 

exploration and development ñby reducing the risks associated with resource 

explorationò, creating the knowledge and capacity needed to move to 

exploratory drilling in a responsible way.  

 

 The regionôs large untapped indigenous, environmentally clean and 

economically viable geothermal resource potential is estimated ñat more 

than 20,000 MWe ñ 

 

Geothermal development to date has been constrained by: 

Å the risks that are associated with resource exploration and 

development and financial risks associated with investment in 

power development projects, 

Å  inadequate skilled manpower in geothermal science and 

technology in the region, and  

Å lack of clear and coherent geothermal policy, regulation and 

institutional framework.  

 

 



The African Rift Geothermal Development 
Facility (ARGeo) project is a GEF Funded 

regional project being implemented by UNEP. 

 

ARGeo was officially launched in 2010 in 
Djibouti. 

 

As a UNEP stand alone project in July 2012 

 

www.theargeo.org 
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OVERALL OBJECTIVE: UNEP-ARGeo project encourages both Private and Public 

developers to accelerate development of geothermal resource in the East Africa 

Region.  

            

It brings solution through mitigation of risks associated with resource exploration 

and catalyzes investment.   

ARGeo provides  Fast, targeted and demand driven technical and  financial support to East 

African Countries to fast track the development of huge and untapped geothermal resource 

for power generation and direct uses.   
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